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to Did you Know?

PROVIDE Elijah was a prophet in Israel during the rule of King Ahab, whose reign is

placed around 874-853 B.C.

Elijah called for people, specifically the rulers of Israel and Judah, to put their
faith in God rather than the false god Baal.

T God will

Elijah’s name means “my God is Yahweh.” Yahweh, meaning “Lord,” is the
Hebrew word for God. Another way to phrase it is “the Lord is my God.”

ge“erouSIy Even Elijah’s name reminded God'’s people to repent and once again wor-

. ship God.
prOVIde a“ Elijah spread his message about God throughout the capital and major cities

your needs.’ Q&

kingdom. The Bible says Elijah came from a land east of the Jordan River,
from a place

2 Cor. 9:8 called Gilead. This means that the urban people Elijah spoke to probably
looked down on him, regarding him as a simple, uneducated country man.

What a great reminder that God can use anybody to do his work!

Baal was known as the god of lightning and storm; he was believed to have
control over the fertility of the land and crops. God sent a great drought over
the land by withholding the rain, showing King Ahab and the people of Israel

pl’OVideS for that Baal had no power. The drought continued for three years.

Elijah Why it Matters

Although most kids at your VBS probably have a place to sleep and food to
eat, they still have other real needs—maybe a child’s parent lost his or her
job, or perhaps a child feels friendless at school. Help children understand
that God is bigger than any of those needs, and he has the power to provide.
Give kids the reassurance that they can hold on to God’'s mighty power to
provide for their needs. You'll also have the opportunity to encourage kids to
recognize and thank God for providing their most

fundamental blessings—things like clean drinking water, the privilege of
coming to church to learn about Jesus, and love from friends and family
members.
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Pack Your Bags

Look for these items in your daily supply bag:

O

Daily poster

1 Bible

0 11x17 paper (5 per class)

71 blue plastic tablecloth

0 2red apples

11 Oyster crackers (use gluten free for allergy kids)
= Mini marshmallows (1 bag per class)
7 Straws (1per kid)

"1 Bowils (5per class)

1 Upper Elementary —

7 Crypto gram (1 per child)

7 Lower Elementary

11 Spinner Game (4 per class)

71 Cheerios (1 sm box per class)

7 Yellow cardstock with feet and beaks printed on them

7 Two small black plates, one of them cut in half, with holes punched out
7 Two wiggly eyes

1 Two gold brads

11 Craft glue

There are no items you need to supply on your own today.
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Here are some things you should do to set up before

Bﬁ‘y = " & A you begin:

On one side of the room lay down the blue plastic tablecloth so it
MONDAY resembles a flowing brook. Make sure there is room for all of the
kids to sit around or close to the brook. Here is an example of how
it might look:

-

God has
the
power
to

PROVIDE

Check In

2 God will

generously
pI’OVIde a“ Welcome to Glacier Bay Resort! I'm so glad you’re here!

9
your needs' My name is and I'm the manager of this beautiful
lodge we’re in. | will be your leader and teacher this week. What do

2 COI'. 9:8 you think of it?

(You may have to explain what a lodge is. Be sure to point out the
special features of your lodge and just generally make everyone
comfortable.)

provides for Let me introduce the other VBS leaders for this week.
Elijah (Briefly introduce your other volunteers.)

If you have any questions this week, you can ask one of us to help
you.

(Next go around the room and let each guest tell everyone his/her
name.)

So nice to meet all of you!

% &
€ Wi . .
- Every day at Glacier Bay, we'll explore a different story from God’s

KLYMER Word, the Bible.
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(Hold up your Bible.)
And every story in the Bible is totally true!

But you won't just hear a Bible story—you’ll experience it! We’ll go back in time and
meet Bible characters to discover what their adventures were really like.

Note to Lodge Managers

In case you want some additional background, the following object lesson involv-
ing apples was adapted from this webpage: http://www.danoah.com/2013/11/the-
bruised-and-the-beautiful-apple-a-lesson-in-bullying.html

Does anyone know what a bully is?
(Wait for answers.)

Today we’re going to start off with a little demonstration. | decided to stop by the
store this morning and buy a couple of apples.

(Hold up the two apples.)

Can anyone tell me what is the same and what is different between these two ap-
ples?

(Look at one of the apples and say...)

Gross! This apple looks disgusting!

(Drop it on the ground, pick it up and say something else mean about the apple.)
I’m not going to eat this now! Yuk!

(Then drop it on the ground again, maybe several times, so that it gets really
bruised.)

Continue for Grades K-2

(Hold up the bruised apple in your hand and show it to your guests. Then make up
several mean things to say about the apple, about how awful it is, that no one wants _
an apple that looks like this, etc. When you're done berating the bruised apple in -
front of your guests, hold up both of the apples for your guests to look at and ask
them again to list the similarities and differences. Then ask the students which one
of the apples they would rather eat.)

Continue for Grades 3-5

(Pick up the apple and say...)

Isn’t this apple just awful?!!! Now we’re going to pass this apple around, and when
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“With God, all things

it's your turn to hold it I want you to say something mean to the ap-
ple too. Then pass it to the person next to you.

(After each child has had a chance to hold the apple, hold up both
MONDAY of the apples for your guests to look at and ask them again to list

the similarities and differences. Then ask the students which one of
the apples they would rather eat.)

‘ Continue for All

G d h When we first started out with both apples you said there weren’t a
0 aS lot of differences in them. They were both perfectly good apples to

th eat. But after | dropped one of them it became bruised. Usually
e when we drop an apple on the ground it becomes bruised on the

power outside and the inside.

to How did this beautiful, yummy looking apple start out looking so
good to eat and now nobody wants it? But think about it. Didn’t we

PROVIDE all contribute to the apple looking this way?! We all touched this
apple and said really mean things to it. We did this... why shouldn’t
we eat it?

Hmmmm...| wonder what this has to do with our lesson today? I'm

6 - i
t going to put these apples away for now but well get back to them
God will vk

generously
provide all
your needs.’

2 Cor. 9:8

AR

Wake Up Call

Are you ready for your first fun Bible adventure? Me too! Let’s go!
Today at Glacier Bay we’re learning that God has the power to pro-
vide.

- Ouir first Bible story is about a man named Elijah who got bullied a

pI'OVIdeS f0l‘ lot. He lived in the Kingdom of Israel under a really mean bully

Eli‘ah named Ahab. King Ahab’s wife’s name was Jezebel and she was
l really mean too. They were so cruel that they made fun of God’s
) prophets and even put them in prison and beat them!

Anyone who loved God and refused to worship their false idols
were hunted down and eventually killed. Let’s take a look on our
map to see where Elijah lived back in Biblical times, which was a
small town right here called Tishbe.

(Point to the map and show the students where Elijah lived. Per-

haps show where Tishbe is related to other famous Biblical places.
For scale, the distance between Orlando and Melbourne is shown.)
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Elijah was a prophet of God. Does anyone know what a prophet is?

(Let guests call out a few answers, and repeat back what they say.)

Thanks for your answers. A prophet in the Bible was a person God used to give an
important message to the people. In this case, God wanted Elijah to give an im-
portant message to king Ahab. But there was a problem. Remember that King Ahab
was very powerful bully and he hated Elijah.

Have you ever had to face a bully?

(Let guests answer and discuss as needed, but don’t dwell on details.)

It seems like most of us have had to deal with bullies in our lives! And Elijah was no
different. He had to face the bully King Ahab with a message from God—and trust
me, it wasn’t what the king wanted to hear. But Elijah knew that God has the power
to provide.

Listen to what Elijah told the king. Open your Bibles to 1 Kings 17:1

(Give the kids a chance to find the verse in their Bibles. Help those who are having
difficulty finding it.)

“As surely as the Lord, the God of Israel, lives—the God | serve—there will be
no dew or rain during the next few years until | give the word!”

Yikes! That's some message! What do you think would happen here in Florida if
there were no dew or rain for years and years?

(Let kids call out answers.)
If there were no rain for years, food wouldn’t grow. The lakes and rivers would dry
up. People and animals would be hungry and thirsty! It would be awful! That is not

what King Ahab wanted to hear! So God told Elijah to head east and hide after he
delivered the message. We'll go with Elijah to see what happens.

G Check the clock. Time for snack?
Do you have enough time to finish?

Okay, let’s get going. Grab your Bibles and follow me. The Bible tells us where Elijah
was headed.

(Have everyone stand and follow you around the room and then go over to the
“Kerith Brook” you created. As you walk, keep kids together, and whisper...)

Let’s stay quiet and stay together. We need to hide from King Ahab after delivering
that message.
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(Have kids sit around the brook.)

God told Elijah to camp here by the Kerith Brook. So let’'s get com-
MONDAY fortable. I'm glad to be away from King Ahab. This is a pretty out-of-
the-way place. But...hmm... there’s nowhere to buy food.

P S (Pause as you look around.)

What are we supposed to do about that? What are we going to
eat?! Well, we know that God has the power to provide. So let's see

God has what happened to Elijah.

the (Open your Bible again and read 1 Kings 17:2)

powel' God said: “Drink from the brook and eat what the ravens bring
t you, for | have commanded them to bring you food.” Um. Did |
0 get that right?

PROVIDE (Make a show out of opening your Bible to 1 Kings 17:2 to check

again.)

Ravens? Really? Ravens are going to bring food? Gross! Does an-

t ‘m “,i“ yone know what a raven is?
ge“emusly (Let kids call out answers.)
provide all

9y
your needs. | |
(Let kids call out answers. Shake your head and react as appropri-

2 Cor. 9:8 Bae

They’d have to carry the food in their beaks or in their creepy little
feet! That sounds pretty disgusting to me! Would you want to eat
food from ravens?

Right, they’re birds. Big birds, like crows. But how are ravens going
to carry the food?

(Let kids call out answers.)

provides for
Elllah right now after our travels. Wish | had a nice cup of cool water. |

| can understand drinking from the brook. In fact, I'm a little thirsty

don’t know about you, but all that traveling made me sleepy. Guess

"; it's time to hit the hay. Well, not hay, really. Dirt is more like it. Yup,
: time to hit the dirt. Time to stretch out and take a rest.

(Have kids lie on the floor and pretend to sleep. Tell your guests to

keep their eyes shut and rest — no sneaking a look!! — because it's

been a long journey. Have your helpers quietly get some crackers.

Then have kids open their eyes and sit up.)

Wow! Food! The ravens brought us food! Amazing! Um...why don’t
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you go first and see how it tastes.

(Ask one of your helpers to taste the crackers first. Then ask how the food tastes,
and debate whether you should try some. Ham it up as you hesitantly nibble a crack- <
er.)

Does anyone else want to try the food that the ravens brought? It's so amazing how
God provided for Elijah! God sent him to a brook with clean, fresh water. Then he
sent ravens to bring him food each morning and evening. Elijah sure found out that
God has the power to provide.

God provided for Elijah a long time ago, and God provides for us today. Let’s head
back to base camp and talk more about that.

(Have your guests stand up and lead them back to their original places.)

Turn Down Service

(When your guests are seated, divide them up into small groups of three or four.
These small groups within your lodge will stay together all week, adjusting them as
needed from day to day. Once you have everyone in groups, ask:)

Is there an area in your life right now where you need God to provide something? It
might not be food — or it might be. Maybe your mom or dad needs a job, or your
brother or sister needs help in school. In your Snow Pal group, tell about something
you need God to provide. The assistant managers and bell hops can share first.

(Give the groups time to talk. Then give a 30-second warning to wrap up conversa-
tions. Ask a few kids to share their answers with the large group, and repeat the an-
swers so everyone can hear.)

No matter what you need, God has the power to provide. He really does. God loves
you and knows what’s happening in your life. He knows exactly what you need.
You can count on God to provide!

Now, remember earlier today | showed you the two apples and we said really mean
things to one of them? Remember how we talked about mean king Ahab and what a
bully he was to Elijah and the other believers?

This is kind of like these two apples. They both started off as beautiful pieces of
fruit, but after dropping this one...

(Hold up the bruised one.)

...it turned into something that no one wanted. This is what we do to other people
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when we say mean and hurtful things. When we gossip or call
someone ugly or fat or tell them they aren’t good enough or that
they can’t be friends with you... we are just dropping them and
causing one more bruise... a bruise that while we can’t see on the
outside is very real and very destructive inside of them!

It doesn’t just go away, the bruises just keep getting worse and
deeper.

This!!! (Hold up the bruised apple) is what we do to each other.

God created everyone as a beautiful person. We are created in His
image. When we are mean and bully others we are bruising them
on the inside. We are hurting God’s creation. Let’s try this week to
keep all of us like this beautiful red apple. We are all beautiful crea-
tions of God and it hurts God too when we hurt other people.

Check the clock. Time for snack?
Do you have enough time to finish?

ho’s ready to play a game? Remember how the ravens
ed Elijah in our story? Well today we’re going to feed the
ravens.

(Give everyone a straw and explain the game.)

We’'re going to pretend that each one of these bowls is a raven.
These ravens are very hungry and they love to eat marshmallows.
| want everyone to get into teams of four. We’re going to call these
groups Climbing Crews, and you'll stay in these same groups all
week.

(Split up your guests into Climbing Crew teams that have about four
guests per team. Try to make the teams equal in numbers.)

Each person will take a straw and will try to get one marshmallow
into the bowl. Suck up one marshmallow and then place the
marshmallow into the bowl. No hands allowed!

(Demonstrate the game to them.)

You’'ll have one minute to see how many marshmallows your team
can get into your team’s bowl. When one player gets a marshmal-
low into the bowl then go to the end of the line and it will be the next
player’s turn. Ready, set, go!

(Time the kids. At the end of the minute, count the marshmallows in
each bowl and announce the winning team. Depending on the time
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remaining — you still have the Bible verse activity to do — you can lengthen the time
of this game or run it again.)

Check Out

Today'’s Bible verse is from 2 Corinthians 9:8.
“God will generously provide all your needs.”

Memory Verse Game for Grades K-2

Take out your Elijah Spinner Game from your Day
One supply bag. Keep your Climbing Crews together
and have each group play the game.

Directions for the game:

Place the food cards on a table with the words facing
down. Also have your bag of Cheerios handy.

Each child takes a turn spinning the spinner and
does what it says on the wheel.

Keep playing until all of the cards have been picked up.

Write the Bible verse on the large sheet of paper provided. Ask the children to look
at the words on their cards. Point to the words on the board one at a time.

Ask the child who has that card to hand the card to you. Tape the card underneath

that word. Go over the previous words each time you add a new word. When all of
the words have been taped to the paper, have the children say the whole verse.

Memory Verse Game for Grades 3-5

ez (Keep the Climbing Crew groups together. Hand
EAVREL out the Klymer Cryptogram sheets from your dai-
CRYPTOGRAM ly supply bag, one per student. Be sure not to

P B]CIDE[FIG]] Il[l ] K L MIN 0] ?QIH 5‘1’1)]\!'1\‘]3(“[2]

16/12]2 [2alt0] 5 |25 7 [24] 1 ]aam 12]14]11[20[13}26 18[9 8 [ 3 [22]15

hand out the answer sheet! Read the crypto-

EEI avd s baear ”.'.m‘ﬂi gram instructions.)
5 M"_EL_W ” ’_3_ % This puzzle is called the Klymer Cryptogram. At

the top there is a KEY that lists all the letters
from A through Z with a number in a box below.

Wite in the latiars that maich the numbers in the fop row
to reveal & secrel message from Kiymer.

11
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The bottom part contains a secret phrase. Your job is to write down
the letter from the KEY that goes with the number in the secret
phrase. When | say “go” | want each group to work together to
solve the puzzle. Let’s see who can solve it the quickest!

MONDAY Ready, set, go!

i (After everyone has solved the cryptogram, have the class repeat
— the memory verse together.)

GOd haS Extra Activity for Grades 3-5

the
power (If there is enough time, hand out the
: Elijah Ravens word find puzzle for your
to Btjuhs and th Ravens guests to do. You can also save this
-------------- activity for another time later in the

PROVIDE i | week)

...............

---------------
---------------
uuuuuuuuuuuuuuu
---------------
uuuuuuuuuuuuuuu

2 God will

Find v woride balow i P purie bove s crois tham.
Tha word e b Sonwird, Bbchwintn, v, down of diagonal

generously
provide all
your needs.’

2 COI‘. 9:8 Extra Craft for Grades K-?

T “"3 (If you have time for one

. more activity, here is a
craft you can have your

~ guests do to remind them
. of how God provided by
using ravens to feed Eli-
jah. All of the materials
are in your supply bag.
You'll need:

* * | Yellow cardstock with feet

tuf{ = and beaks printed on
them

Two small black plates, one of them cut in half with holes punched
out

Two wiggly eyes

Two gold brads

Craft glue

VBS 2016 Operations Manual

AHAB BREAD BROOK
DRANT DRIED ELLJAH
JORDAN KERITH LORD

MEAT AN RAVENS.

provides for
Elijah






are possible.” Matt. 19:26

Instructions:

Cut out two raven’s feet and a triangle beak

Match the body holes with the wing holes and hold them together using the brad.
Glue the feet, beak and wiggly eyes onto the crow.

Place scripture verse label onto the crow.)

E®Melbourne

of the
Land
the time
lijah

www.faithfellowshipweb.com
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TUESDAY
Y

God has
the

GOD COMFORTS

Did you Know?

COMFORT As Elijah fled from King Ahab and his wife, Jezebel, Elijah hit one of the low-

est points in his life—he even told God he had had enough and asked God to
end his life! No wonder Elijah desperately needed God’s comfort.

¢ Jezebel, the powerful queen of Israel, wanted to kill him; he was the only
He Cony prophet in Israel serving God, as Jezebel tried to have all the other prophets

A of God killed, and the few who were left were in hiding; and even after God
forts us in all

had demonstrated his great power, Jezebel still wouldn’t worship God.

our troubles Before Elijah began his 40-day trek to Mount Sinai, he stopped to rest under
a broom tree. The broom tree is common in this desert wilderness (modern-
th t day southern Palestine), and it would have been the only shrub big enough to
S() a. We offer Elijah any shade. The broom tree can grow to be 10 feet high.
can Gomfort Instead of appearing in the mighty wind, earthquake, or fire, God presented
9 himself in
Others. a gentle whisper. Why? God had just shown his great power to the people of
Israel by
2 Cor 1 -4 withholding the rain to create a significant drought and by sending down fire
. - to consume

the sacrifice offered by Elijah at Mount Carmel (1 Kings 18). But God re-
vealed that he is

more than just a powerful God who can control the elements of nature—he is
a God who is always present, sometimes revealed in overwhelmingly
astounding ways and sometimes in the quiet.

L]
prOVIdes for God had more for Elijah to do! In our Bible lesson for Day Two we read

Eli.ah about another story of Elijah. In this Bible lesson we will learn how God com-
l forts Elijah.

Sl Why it Matters

Our world is an imperfect place, and it’s filled with things that make kids
scared or sad or fearful—hurtful words from a child at school, a frightening
storm, a fight between parents. Kids find comfort in things like a warm hug,
an encouraging word, or a cozy stuffed animal. But nothing compares to the
comfort of knowing God is always by their side—they are never alone! Today
at VBS share with kids the encouraging message of God'’s peace and his
ability to comfort us no matter what we face in life.
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Pack Your Bags

n

Look for these items in your daily supply bag:

71 Daily poster

" Bible

7 3 long sheets of butcher paper (3ft each)

71 Use blue plastic table cloth from yesterday

71 20 sheets of paper (wad up to make look like rocks)

0 Index cards: 14 of each color, one word of scripture on each card
7 11x17 blank sheet of paper (5 per class)

7 8.5x11 blank sheet of paper (1 per kid) — Upper Elementary

7 Photo pictures (1per kid) — Lower Elementary

You do not need to provide anything from home today.

Here are some things you should do to set up before you begin:

To “set the scene” for today’s story make sure that you have a spot in your room that
has a small tree, large leaf or palm frond, a broom, etc. and maybe some brown pa-
per to represent the place where Elijah runs and hides. It should be a large enough
area for the kids to lie down and rest.

During your break, Managers should hide the different colored scripture cards
around the room.

Welcome back to Glacier Bay Resort! I'm so glad you’re here! Are you ready to ex-
perience another totally true Bible adventure?

(Pause as guests respond.)
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Me too!
Let’s go!

(Ask your guests to gather in the groups they had yesterday. If you
need to make adjustments to your groups, now is the time to do it.)

Today at Glacier Bay, we're learning that God has the power to
comfort. And let’s face it—we all need comfort sometimes. You
know, a guy in today’s Bible story

was feeling the same way. He needed comfort big time! And guess
what? It's someone you already know!

Who can tell me what happened in yesterday’s Bible adventure?
(Let kids call out answers.)

Yup, Elijah is back! Yesterday we left him by the brook, where God
was miraculously providing for him. But a lot has happened since
then. For one thing, Elijah has made King Ahab even madder than
in yesterday’s Bible story!

Right before today’s story, something big happened. You know that
Elijah was a prophet of the one true God. Well, he had a show-
down—kind of a competition—with some prophets of a false god.
And guess who won?

(Pause.)

That’s right, the God Elijah served—the one true God—won! And
that made King Ahab even madder than before. King Ahab’s wife
was so mad she said they should kill Elijah! Elijah was scared!
Lets’ take a look at our map. Yesterday Elijah was here in Tishbe.
(Point to the map).

In today’s Bible Lesson Elijah runs from this spot...

(Find the place on the map where Elijah burned the idols of Baal at
Mt. Carmel)

...all the way down to this place.

(Run your finger down to the spot where Elijah hid under the tree at
Beersheba.)

The Bible says that Elijah was afraid and ran away for his life.

(Hold up a Bible, opened to 1 Kings 19.)
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When | count to 3, show me your best scared face. Ready? 1...2...3!
(Pause as guests show their afraid faces.)

Now, can you think of a time you were really afraid? Maybe you were scared of a

bully or a bad storm or the dark—tell your Bellhop and friends about a time you were \C .
really afraid.
(Give kids time to talk, and then ask for a few children to share.)
Those do sound like scary times! Elijah was in a scary time, too! So he went off by
himself into the wilderness to get away from King Ahab. Come with me—we’d
better get away, too!
Wake Up Call
(Lead kids around the room and then over to the tree you created.)
Look, here’s a tree. Let’s sit down and rest. i
(Have everyone sit in their groups around the tree.) '
Elijah slumped down and poured out his heart to God. Kneel as you continue. Elijah
was so tired and so down in the dumps that he told God he just couldn’t go on. “I've
had enough, Lord,” he said. “I've done my best but the king wants to kill me, and I'm
all alone and scared. Being your prophet is just too hard!”
Ask: Have you ever felt like that? Like the job in front of you was just too hard to do?

A time when you've tried your hardest but you still felt like a failure?
Tell your Guests about a time that you felt like Elijah.
Have any of you ever felt like Elijah?

(Give Guests time to think. Then ask if anyone would like to share.)

Thanks for sharing your feelings. | think we’ve all felt like Elijah at times—just too
tired to go on. The Bible says that after Elijah talked to God, he lay down under the
tree and went to sleep.

(Stretch and yawn.)

| could use a little rest myself. Everyone lay down and close your eyes while | tell
you what happened next. Get comfortable and relax.

(Have everyone lay down and close their eyes.)
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While Elijah was sleeping, he felt a touch on his shoulder. It was an
angel, waking him up! You can sit up now!

(Pause briefly.)

The angel said, “Get up and eat!” Elijah looked around, and there
was some bread baked on hot stones and a jar of water!

(Pretend to eat and drink some water.)
After Elijah ate, he went back to sleep.
(Have kids lie down again and pretend to sleep.)

The angel came again and touched Elijah, saying, “Get up and eat
some more, or the journey ahead will be too much for you.”

(Have everyone sit up again.)

| think it's so cool that God knew exactly what Elijah needed and
was able to comfort him with food, rest, and water!

After Elijah ate again, he finally had enough strength for the long
journey ahead. Are you strong enough to go on a long journey with
me? The Bible says Elijah had to travel for 40 days and 40 nights!

(Lead guests around the room, saying things like “My legs are
tired!” and “Forty days and forty nights—I don’t know how much
longer | can go on.” As you travel, slow down and pretend to be
getting weary. Ham it up—wipe your brow, rub your lower back,
and have kids follow your lead.)

Finally, Elijah got to a place called Mount Sinai. And he poured out
his heart to God again. He said, “Lord, I've served you the best |
could. I've tried really hard. And now I'm the only prophet left, and
they’re trying to kill me. This is too much for me!” Poor Elijah. He
was still feeling really down.

God told Elijah, “Go out and stand on the mountain. I'm going to
pass by.” We know from other parts of the Bible that no human can
actually look at God. So Elijah huddled in a mountain crevice and
hid his face. We’d better do the same.

(Have members get into their groups. Have members of each
group of guests huddle together on their knees, and cover each
group of guests with the sheet of paper.)

Huddle under your blanket and close your eyes. Pretend you’re hid-
ing in a mountain crevice.
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(When kids are under the blankets, have your Assistant manager and Bell hops start
making wind sounds. And then dramatically say:)

A mighty windstorm hit the mountain! It was such a terrible blast that the rocks were [,

torn loose. Elijah cried out, “I'm afraid, God! You’re not here! I'm so scared! Where \ .
are you?”

(Give a signal that the helpers are to stop the wind sound. Then say more quietly:)

But God wasn’t in the mighty windstorm.

(Remind the guests to stay hidden in the crevice.)

After the wind, there was a terrible earthquake! The ground shook, and the rocks

tumbled!

(As you speak, have your helpers can toss paper-bag rocks on top of the paper

sheets.)

Elijah thought, “God, where are you? My life hurts! People don’t like me! They want

to kill me! Nothing in my life is stable!”

(Have your helpers gradually stop tossing the paper rocks. Then more quietly say:) 1
But the Lord wasn'’t in the earthquake. After the earthquake, there was a huge fire! :
Elijah cried, “God, God, | feel like my life is being destroyed! Like it's burning up!

Everything feels so hopeless!”

(Then more quietly say:)

But the Lord wasn't in the fire.

(Pause.)

Then, after the wind and the earthquake and the fire—there was a gentle whisper.

(Briefly pause.)

And God was in the whisper. And do you know what God whispered?

(Go up to a huddled Guests, and whisper loud enough for them to hear:)
“I love you!”

(Whisper “I love you!” to each remaining Guest.)

You can come out now. It's safe.

(Have Guests come out from under the blankets and sit quietly staying in their
groups.)
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God wasn't in the terrible windstorm. He wasn’t in the earthquake.
He wasn'’t in the fire. Instead, God was in a gentle whisper. Some-
times God wants to speak to us quietly, in a gentle whisper. He
wants to comfort us and remind us how much he loves us.

God told Elijah he wasn’t the only one left who followed the one
true God. There were others. God told Elijah that there were 1,000
other believers in the land! God said he’d send someone to help
Elijah. This man would be called Elisha!

(Emphasize and repeat as needed the “s” in Elisha’s name so kids
know there is a difference between Elijah and Elisha.)

God wanted Elijah to be quiet and listen. Sometimes God wants
that from us, too. Let’s experience that now. Let’s just be quiet be-
fore God. Spread out a little so you have your own space. Then
close your eyes, and even cover your face if you want to. We'll just
sit quietly before God.

Maybe you’ll hear God whisper to you. Or maybe you won’t. Maybe
you'll feel the peace that comes from God. Maybe you’ll just feel a
little calmer. Just know that God loves you and wants to comfort
you in a gentle way. After we sit quietly for a minute or so, I'll close
with a whisper prayer.

(Have everyone sit silently for about a minute. Then whisper loud
enough so everyone can hear:)

God, thank you for loving us. Thank you for comforting us. Help us
learn to be quiet so we can hear your gentle whisper. We love you.
In Jesus' name, amen.

G Check the clock. Time for snack?
Do you have enough time to finish?

(If you still have time, here are some follow up questions to dis-
CUSS:)

Why did Elijah and Jezebel want to kill Elijah?

Who fed Elijah when he ran away?

How far did Elijah have to travel where he hid in the mountains?

What were the three major acts of nature that God made hap-
pen when Elijah hid in the crevice?

How did God speak to Elijah?

How was Elijah comforted?

Elijah wasn’t the only one left who served God. How many oth-
er people were there who still served God?
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Turn Down Service

S
In the story of Elijah on Mount Carmel, we learn that God was angry when King
Ahab and Queen Jezebel worshipped idols, and encouraged the citizens of their
land to worship idols too.
What were the idols in this story? (Answer: Stone gods named Baal.)
As we heard in the story, these stone gods were powerless to help people. In the
New Testament Jesus taught another definition of “idolatry” to his followers. Jesus
said that idolatry (the worship of idols) happens when anything in our lives is more
important to us than loving and following God.
Matthew 6:24 records Jesus’ words: “No one can serve two masters... You can-
not serve both God and Money.”
One Christian rephrased Jesus’ words this way: “Don’t invest in goods that have a i
sell-by date; build up your balance in heaven. Don'’t let cash boss you around.”
Think about it. Activities and material possessions that we enjoy all have an '
“expiration date.” Our relationship with God is the only thing that will benefits us for-

ever!

Continue for Grades K-2

Hand out the sheets from your supply bag that has a number of good and bad things
listed. Make sure everyone has a crayon or marker or something to write with. Tell
the guests to “cross out” anything on their papers that are harmful. Remember some
kids might need help reading some of the words.

Talk about other things that, if they spend too much time or effort doing, can become
like idols to them. It takes away time that they can spend with God and the good
things He wants them to do. Some kids may disagree on what is harmful. Discuss
with them that even dancing, sports, etc. can be harmful if it takes them away from
going to church, doing their school work or spending time with family and friends.
Make sure that they understand that these aren’t “bad” things, just activities that can
take them away from God and what He wants them to do.

Continue for Grades 3-5
Let’s talk about the kinds of things that can become more important to us than God.

(Make sure that students stay in groups of three or four. Have your Assistant Man-
agers and Bell Hops lead each group of guests. Give each group leader a sheet of
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paper and marker.)

We’re going to make two lists: one list is for things that we know are
harmful to us. The other list is for things that are good and whole-
some but can become “idols” to us.

Accept ideas from the students from the following two categories:

1) Some things are obviously harmful to us, such as alcohol abuse,
illegal drugs, cigarettes,

2) Other things are good and wholesome, but when having/doing
them replaces God in our hearts they too can become “idols” such
as too much computer time, nice cars, X-Box, sports, the latest
fashions, money, etc.

Next give each guest a sheet of white paper and a marker. Ask
them to write this phrase across the top margin of the paper: God is
more important to me than:

Have them list or draw anything they have or do at home, school or
with friends that has or could become more important to them than
God.

Does anyone want to share what they have on their paper?

(Lead discussion as kids share.)

All these things may make us happy for a while, but they all have
an “expiration date.”

Electronic toys and games wear out, or they are replaced by a new-
er technology. TV programs, IPADS, XBOX, IPHONES and movies
won't last forever or they get boring after a while. Clothes and the
latest fashions, famous music artists and Hollywood actors will
change all the time. But listening to God and following His com-
mandments last forever.

Check the clock. Time for snack?
\
Do you have enough time to finish?
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Check Out

Around the room | have hidden cards in different colors. | will assign a different color
for each group. When | say “Go” | want you to look for your group’s color. You'll
have one minute to find all of your cards and return to your group.

When | say “Stop” you'll return to your group.

After all the groups have returned to their circle | will say “Go!” again and you will
have one minutes to assemble your Bible verse for the day. The first group that fin-
ishes and stands up is the winner.

Does everyone know what to do?

(Make sure you set your time for one minute.)

Okay, ready, set, go!

(When time’s up...)

Stop! Everyone have a seat.

Now, assemble your Bible verse. Ready, set, go!

(Watch your time.)

Great Job! Now | want everyone to stand up and repeat the verse.

“He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort others.”
2 Corinthians 1:4

Extra craft for Grades K-2

a, 2 | in e  (If there is time, use the materials from your daily
GLA s | supply bag to make the “Where is God?” craft.

BAVER el There are two pages for each guest. The idea is to
cut out the four rectangle covers with the questions
on them and paste/tape over the matching an-
swers on the other page. Guests can color the pic-
tures and words before and as you help them at-
tach the covers.)

o
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to Did you Know?

HEAI_ Naaman is described in 2 Kings 5:1 as having leprosy. Most Bible scholars
agree there

are two general types of leprosy described throughout Scripture. The first
type is known

e ‘He heals today as Hansen’s disease and is what most people associate with the word
“leprosy”—a contagious disease that disfigures the body and leads to an ear-
the brd(m ly death. The other reference to leprosy in Scripture describes more general
skin diseases that, while significant, were less severe conditions—although
heam alld there was still a social stigma connected with them.
Because Naaman’s condition is not described as being contagious, he proba-
bandages bly had this
their un ds 3 second, less severe type of leprosy.
. To assist Naaman in seeking a cure for his leprosy, the king of Aram (Syria)
Psalm 1 47:3 sent Naaman with an introduction letter and gifts to present to the king of Is-
rael. These gifts include750 pounds of silver and 150 pounds of gold. That
amount is astounding! Today that many pounds of silver and gold would be
worth around three-quarters of a billion dollars!

Second Kings 5:17 says that Naaman took two loads of earth (soil) back
home with him

after he had been healed. In ancient Middle-Eastern culture, the identity of a
god was often associated with the land where they were worshiped. Naaman
took the soil back to Aram as a tangible reminder of what God had done for
him; Naaman most likely would have used the soil to build an altar to God.

Why it Matters

Today’s kids are used to instant gratification. Computers, smartphones, and
tablets help kids connect with friends, information, and the world around them
in seconds. As you talk about God’s power to heal, you have the opportunity
to remind kids that God’s healing doesn’t usually happen instantly. Some-
times healing can take a long time, whether it's a broken bone, an iliness like
cancer, or the healing of a relationship. And sometimes healing doesn’t hap-
pen until we’re in heaven with God. Help kids understand God’s power to
heal and the many different ways that healing may come.
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Pack Your Bags

Look for these items in your daily supply bag:

. Daily poster

7 Balloons (20 per class)
1 Masking Tape (provided in teacher supply box)
11 Several sets of “emoji” cards for Bible verse activity

71 A copy of the Peter skit for Thursday.

You do not need to provide anything from home today.

Here are some things you should do to set up before you begin:

For those classrooms that don’t have a sink use the provided bucket filled with wa-
ter. Using the blue tablecloth from yesterday, place it close to the sink but not where
the kids will step on it when they are standing at the sink.

Think about tomorrow, today: You will be doing a skit with “Peter” tomorrow. Ask
your adult aide or youth helper to play the part. Give them a copy of the script, pro-
vided in your daily supply bag so they can look it over and be ready for Thursday.
Also think about a costume for Peter — some sheets or a bath robe or something.

Welcome back to Glacier Bay Resort! I'm glad you’re here! | can’t wait to explore an- . J
other totally true Bible story. Let’s get started! Today we're learning that God has the
power to heal.

During the last two Bible adventures, we’ve traveled with a prophet named Elijah.
Who can tell what happened to Elijah the last few days?

(Let kids call out a few answers.)

Yup, Elijah had some amazing adventures! Today’s Bible story doesn’t actually fea-
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ture Elijah, but it does feature a friend of his! Remember yesterday
how Elijah was down and depressed because he thought he was
the only one who was following God? God told him there were oth-
ers who could help him. Well, God sent a friend to help Elijah.

Think of a friend in your life who helps you. Maybe your friend is
from school or your neighborhood, or here’s a thought — even a
brother and sister can be a friend! When | count to 3, shout out the
name of a friend who helps you. Ready? 1...2...3!

(Pause as your guest’s shout.)

Friends are great! Well, God sent Elijah a friend—another prophet,
named Elisha. Elijah, Elisha. The names sound kind of close, but
they were two different people. And today we’ll meet Elisha.

(Be sure to clearly enunciate the “sha” in Elisha’s name so guests
won't be confused about who you are talking about.)

Before we get to Elisha, we need to meet a guy named Naaman.
Naaman was a soldier. In fact, the Bible calls him a mighty warrior.
He was in charge of a big army—and he was the head guy! The
commander of the army! Naaman was waaay important, and all his
soldiers had to obey him.

Have you ever been in the army?

(Point to a child.)

How about you? Or you? Raise your hand if you have a dad or
mom or relative in the Army!

So? None of you has been in the army? Well, today’s the day! Eve-
rybody stand up!

(Have everyone jump up!)

You’re in Naaman’s army now, soldiers! Listen up! We have some
drills we need to do before we can get started! Troops! Get over
here and line up for marching drills!

(Instruct the guests in a few drills, such as marching in place, jump-
ing jacks, push-ups, and running in place. After a couple minutes,
call time.)

Enough! Enough! | can’t watch this anymore—come back to base
camp and sit down!

(Wait for everyone to be seated and calmed down a bit.)

How did you like being in Naaman’s army?
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(Let kids respond.)

That’s the life of a soldier. Lots of hard work. And that was Naaman’s life—he didn’t
sit around while he was in charge. He was the commander! But Naaman had anoth-
er challenge, besides being in charge of an army. He had a serious health problem,
too.

In our society—from people you know or what you see on the news—what would
you say is the biggest health problem people have to deal with today?

(Give a little time to think; then ask for a few children to share.)

Thanks for those answers. There are lots of serious health problems in our society,
that’s for sure. And Bible times were no different. But remember, God has the power
to heal.

Naaman had a tough disease called leprosy. In Bible times, leprosy caused spots on
your body. It was a bad disease to have! And since here at Glacier Bay Resort we
experience the Bible story, let's see some spots!

(Distribute the washable markers from your supply box, one per guest, and have
guests draw spots on their own hands only! Emphasize that we want spots only on
their hands—not on their arms, faces, or clothing. After everyone has drawn spots,
collect the markers.)

You all drew spots just now; but what if you were the only one in your lodge with
spots? How would you feel then?

(Let kids call out answers.)

Being sick, especially when it shows on the outside, is hard. It must have been hard
for Naaman, because here’s what happened next.

7~

Wake Up Call

There was a young slave girl from Israel living in Naaman’s household. She told .
Naaman’s wife that Naaman should go to her country because there was a prophet
there who could heal Naaman's leprosy. And that prophet was Elisha!

(NOTE: Elisha! Not Elijah.)
Naaman’s wife told Naaman about Elisha, Naaman told his king, and the king sent

Naaman to Israel to see if he could be healed. So off Naaman went to find Elisha.
Let’'s see if we can find Elisha’s house!
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(Point to the map showing where Elisha lived in Abel-meholah and
where Namaan lived in Aram, near Damascus. Then have guests
get up and travel with you to another part of the room, settling away
from the “river.”)

Come over here! This looks promising. | think it might be Elisha’s
house.

(Gather guests together, and have them remain standing.)

When Naaman got to Elisha’s house, Elisha sent out a servant with
this message: “Go and wash yourself seven times in the Jordan
River. Then your skin will be restored, and you will be healed of
your leprosy.”

Wow, that’s not so hard to do. In fact, it sounds pretty easy.
Naaman was told he could do something easy and be healed! How
do you think Naaman felt, knowing he could be healed?

When | count to 3, strike a silent pose to show how you think
Naaman felt— happy, excited, whatever. Ready? 1...2...3!

(Have everyone strike a pose. Go around to several kids and help-
ers, and point out the emotion you see on their faces. Say things
like, “You look excited; | see ‘confused’ over here; | see 'really hap-
py' here; wow, you look joyful.”)

G Check the clock. Time for snack?
Do you have enough time to finish?

Those are good guesses. You'd think Naaman would be excited or
happy. But guess what? Naaman was actually mad! Show me your
best angry and mad pose—qgo!

(Pause as everyone poses.)

The Bible says Naaman stalked away in a rage. Do you know what
it means to stalk? It looks like this.

(Demonstrate angry stalking for several steps, and then turn around
and stalk back.)

When | count to 3, let me see some angry stalking! You can stalk a
few paces back and forth. Ready? 1...2...3!

(It's okay if everyone stalks in different directions, but caution them
not to run into anyone while stalking around! Call time, and gather
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everyone back for more of the Bible story.)

Naaman was insulted that Elisha himself didn't come out to talk. After all, Naaman

was a commander of the army! An important guy! And Elisha sends a servant to talk O
to him? And says to dip in the Jordan River? The Jordan River was a dirty, tiny little =
river compared to the big rivers in Naaman’s country. Why should he have to wash

in the Jordan?

Naaman was done! He was ready to leave. But his officers said, “Look, we’re here.
Why not try it? If he had told you to do something hard, you would do it. But this is
simple. Why not give it a try?”

So Naaman went down to the Jordan River. Come on over to our Jordan River. Find
a spot on either side where you’re near the water, but don’t touch the water yet.
We're all going to go together, so wait until | tell you.

(Lead guests to your “river." As Guests are gathering around it, remind everyone to
wait to touch the water until you tell them to do so. Have them dip their hands in the
water, two at a time or however many guests can fit comfortably around the water.
Make sure there is an adult or bellhop turning on the water and another one super-
vising the “dipping/”)

Naaman dipped himself in the river seven times. Are you ready to dip? We’'ll dip and
count together when | say “go.” Ready...set...go! Everyone count together!

(Have kids dip their hands in the water seven times, with everyone counting togeth-
er:)

1,2,3,4,56,7!

(The marker spots will completely disappear — we hope! When everyone has had a
chance to dip in the water, have them get back into their groups and ask:)

What just happened? How’s your leprosy?

(Have kids go back and sit with their Groups. Give each Guest a paper towel to dry
their hands as you continue.)

God has the power to heal. God healed Naaman, and he can heal us.

(Briefly talk about a time when you were sick and God healed you. It might have
been serious, or something simple like a stomach flu or bad cold. Share something 2
you’re comfortable with. And then ask the kids to share some of their stories about
being sick and getting well again.)

It sounds like God has healed all of us at one time or another. God is so powerful!
And although God has the power to heal, sometimes we don’t always understand
God'’s plan, because he doesn’t always heal our bodies here on Earth.

Have you ever known anyone who was sick and God didn’t heal them?
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(Allow kids to offer some answers and discuss.)

It's true that sometimes God doesn’t heal our bodies here on Earth;
sometimes he waits until we get to heaven. We’'ll hear more about
that later this week. But no matter what, God will always heal our
hearts here on Earth!

When Naaman went home, something special happened. Even
though people in his country worshiped false gods, Naaman vowed
to follow only the one true

God of Israel who had healed him. And since Naaman was an im-
portant army commander, he’d be able to tell lots of people in his
country about the real God—our God! God’s power always has a
plan!

Turn Down Service

(Directions for Activity There are two different games using bal-
loons. Pick the one that suits your class the best. The second
game may be best for younger elementary guests.)

(Option 1 - Wheelbarrow balloons)
Stay in your groups.

(Give each guest a balloon.)

Each team needs to blow up 8 balloons.
(Maybe do a few more for older classes.)

Now you need to pick two volunteers from your team that can
“‘wheelbarrow” well.

This is how you wheelbarrow: The “driver” holds the feet or legs of
the “wheelbarrow” who moves him/herself forward with their hands.

Once you’ve picked your wheelbarrow team, each team gets 6-feet
long strip of tape to wrap STICKY SIDE OUT around their wheel-
barrow person. Make sure that you wrap around their torso only.

Once that is done, we’re going to put the balloons that each team
blew up on this side of the room. The teams will stand over here on
the other side of the room. When | say “Go,” each wheelbarrow
team will move to the other side of the room, wheelbarrow-style of
course, and then the driver will move the wheelbarrow around, no
hands allowed, so that as many of the 8 balloons stick to the tape
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of the wheelbarrow as possible.

Once all balloons are picked up, the wheelbarrow comes back and the rest of the
team takes the balloons off and pops them with their feet.

&
First team to have their wheelbarrow “infected” with balloons and then “restored” by
popping the infection — Yuk! — wins!

(Play the game. Ask the guests to help clean up all the popped balloons.)

So before the game began, what did the person who played the wheelbarrow look
like?

(A lot like how s/he looks now, right?)
But during the game, what did the wheelbarrow person look like?
(Covered in tape and balloons).

And what do you think people would think of the wheelbarrow person if she/he
walked into a store or a gas station dressed up like that?

(They'd laugh, maybe think it's cool, etc)

The wheelbarrow person would really stick out, though, right?

So that’s what happened to Naaman. He was normal. But then when he got leprosy,
he stuck out. Except, instead of being laughed at, people ran away from him, worried
that they’d get what he had.

So when Naaman is healed, it's not just that his skin gets better. But it's also that he
gets his life back. His life is restored. He’s back to being “normal” just like the wheel-
barrow person is now back to being normal.

And who helped restore the wheelbarrow person? That'’s right, you did. Friends and
teammates did.

And that’s who helped Naaman experience God’s healing! The people around
Naaman who loved him and cared for him helped him be obedient to God.

Option 2 - Balloons
Stay in your groups. Give each guest a balloon.
Each team needs to blow up 8 balloons.

(Maybe do a few more for older classes.)

Now you need to pick one volunteer from your team who will be Namaan.
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Once you’ve picked who will be Namaan, each team gets 6-feet
long strip of tape to wrap STICKY SIDE OUT around their Naaman.
Make sure that you wrap around their torso only. Once that is done,
we’re going to put the balloons that each team blew up on this side
of the room.

The teams will stand over here on the other side of the room.
When | say “Go”, one at a time each guest will move to the other
side of the room, pick up a balloon of their teams color and stick it
on Namaan, continue the game until all balloons are sticking to Na-
maan.

Once all balloons are stuck to the tape, the team takes the balloons
off and pops them with their feet.

First team to pop all the balloons wins! Make sure the teams stick
the balloons onto Namaan before popping them.

(Play the game and then have the guests clean up the popped bal-
loons.)

So before the game began, what did the person who played Na-
maan look like?

(A lot like how she/he looks now, right?)
But during the game, what did Namaan look like?
(Covered in tape and balloons).

And what do you think people would think of Namaan if she/he
walked into a store or a gas station dressed up like that?

(They'd laugh, maybe think it's cool, etc)
Namaan would really stick out, though, right?

So that’s what happened to the real Naaman in our Bible lesson.
He was normal. But then when he got leprosy, he stuck out.

Except, instead of being laughed at, people ran away from him,
worried that they’d get what he had.

So when Naaman is healed, it's not just that his skin gets better.
But it's also that he gets his life back. His life is restored. He’s back
to being “normal” just like the person playing Naaman is now back
to being normal.

And who helped restore the Namaan person? That’s right, you did.
Friends and teammates did.
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And that’'s who helped Naaman experience God’s healing! The people around *
Naaman who loved him and cared for him helped him be obedient to God. (3

\ Check the clock. Time for snack?
Do you have enough time to finish?

Bible Buddies
Naaman told others about God when he got back to his country.
(Hold up a Day 3 Bible Buddy card, and show guests the words.)

When you get home, you can use your Bible Buddies to tell someone you know
about our powerful God.

(Give each group leader enough Bible Buddies for everyone in the Lodge. Ask them
to put them in their badge holders.)

Scripture Memory

If you have extra time... Hand out the Emoji cards from your supply bag and have
the teams put the scripture verse for today in order.

He heals the brokenhearted and bandages their wounds. Psalms 147:3
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GOD FORGIVES

Did you Know?

The Romans reserved crucifixion—a cruel, painful, and slow way to die—for
criminals without Roman citizenship. Usually only slaves, rebels, and the
worst political offenders received such a gruesome sentence. This horrible
public punishment was meant to deter crime throughout the empire.

After being cruelly beaten, Jesus was forced by guards to carry one of the
beams of the cross, a common practice in Bible times. Jesus carried this
beam about a third of a mile, and the wood beam could have weighed as
much as 125 pounds.

Luke is the only book of the Gospels that tells about Jesus forgiving the thief.
Jesus tells the thief, “l assure you, today you will be with me in para-
dise” (Luke 23:43). The word paradise is only used three times in the
New Testament. (It's also in 2 Corinthians 12:4 and Revelation 2:7). Some
scholars believe the word refers to a place of rest between death and resur-
rection.

When Jesus died on the cross, the curtain in the inner sanctuary of the Tem-
ple was torn in two. This inner space, the Holy of Holies, was the earthly
dwelling place of God’s presence.

God ordained that only the high priest could go past this curtain once a year.
The torn curtain revealed that now, because of Jesus’ sacrifice, anyone who
puts their faith in Jesus has access to God.

Why it Matters

Jesus lived a perfect life and was wrongly put to death. Everyone who wit-
nessed Jesus’ death knew a great injustice had taken place. Jesus didn’t
deserve to die, but He still forgave the people who crucified Him! Today help
kids understand that because of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross, we have been
forgiven for our sins too. Share with kids the wonderful news that there is
nothing they can do to make God love them less and nothing they can do
that God won'’t forgive them for when they ask. God is able to forgive us an
infinite amount of times—he is the ultimate forgiver!
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Pack Your Bags

Look for these items in your daily supply bag:

Daily poster

Bible

Die cut crosses (1per kid)
Stamp pad (2 per class)

Peter script (2 copies per class)

O o 0o 4dd

Here is what you need to bring from home:

Palm branch, large leaf, or broom
Clothing (sheets, bath robe etc.) to make a “Peter” costume

Here are some things you should do to set up before you begin:

Before the start of today’s lesson, make sure you are set up by hanging the large
white cross in the room and putting the stamp pad close to the place where Peter
can use it.

Today guests will be making thumbprint crosses to put in the Mission Week bags for
next week. Make sure you have a table or safe place for the crosses to dry.

Ask a Bellhop or your Lodge Assistant to dress-up and play the part of Peter. Make
sure that Peter knows that when in the skit it is time for him/her to enter the room.

(NOTE BEFORE YOU BEGIN: Have your Peter get dressed and stand outside of
the room where he/she won’t be seen by the guests inside. Make sure that Peter
knows that when you look out the window and say “Because we believe in Jesus...
well, that's why we’re meeting in this secret place...” that's the que for him/her to en-
ter the room.)

(When all Guests are in the lodge gather them in a tight huddle. Appear agitated,
and keep glancing around and look out the door window. Speak in hushed tones.)

www.faithfellowshipweb.com
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Today we’re learning that God has the power to forgive. Be quiet,

please! Listen, | hate to tell you...but I'm not sure it's safe for us to
meet here anymore. God sent Jesus to die on the cross to forgive
our sins. But now there are Roman guards everywhere looking for
followers of Jesus. And that’s us! Come on—we’ve got to be really
quiet in the lodge so the guards don’t hear us!

I think we’ll be safe here. | hope we’ll be safe here. But we'll have to
speak softly. | guess | need to fill you in on what’s been happening.
The last Bible adventure you experienced was about Naaman,
when God healed him of leprosy. Well, hundreds and hundreds of
years have passed since then. God had shown his love by provid-
ing for his people and comforting them and healing them. But peo-
ple still didn’t understand how much God loved them! So God de-
cided to show them. God sent his Son, Jesus, to be born and live
on earth. When Jesus grew up, he traveled all over, teaching peo-
ple about God and showing God’s love. It was awesome, and lots
of people learned about God and believed in Jesus. But not every-
one thought it was awesome.

Some people thought Jesus was lying when he said that he was
God’s Son. They got mad and arrested him.

(Pause.)
They hurt him.
(Pause, and then point to the cross.)

Then they nailed him to a wooden cross—Ilike this one, only much
bigger—and that’s where he died.

(Lower your voice, and continue.)

Since Jesus was killed, all of his friends went into hiding. They’re
afraid that Roman soldiers might come and arrest them. | know that
Jesus is my friend. Is anyone else here a friend of Jesus?

(Let kids respond by raising their hands.)

Look out the window while you are saying the next line.

Because we believe in  Jesus...well, that's why we’re meeting in
this secret place...

P

Wake Up Call
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NOTE: The script for the Peter skit is printed here, and in separate copies
available in your supply bag. Use whichever is easiest for you.

t

(Peter pounds on the door of the room.)
PETER
Let me in! Mark! John! Let me in!
(Bursts in, then looks surprised to see kids in the room.)
Oh, um...l thought my friends were hiding—er, | mean meeting in here.
(Looks closely at children.)

But from your clothes, | can tell you're not from Jerusalem. So maybe I'll be safe
here with you.

(Looks around quickly and nervously.)
You, uh, haven’t seen any mean-looking Roman guards around here, have you?
LODGE MANAGER
Oh, you must be one of Jesus’ followers, too.
PETER
You're friends of Jesus? Yes, | am too! Well, at least, | was.
(Sadly)
My name’s Peter. And...l sure blew it. | really let Jesus down.
LODGE MANAGER
What happened, Peter?
PETER

I've been close friends with Jesus for a long time. He called me to be one of his spe-
cial followers. We traveled together...

(More animated)
| saw him heal people!

(Goes up to a child and covers his or her eyes.)

www.faithfellowshipweb.com
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| saw him touch blind people, and they could see!

(Moves hands rapidly into the air. Goes up to a child and covers his
or her ears.)

| saw him touch deaf people, and they could hear!

(Moves hands rapidly into the air. Goes up to a child and takes his
or her hands.)

| saw him touch paralyzed people, and they could walk!
(Lifts the child to his or her feet.)
They could jump for joy! | know he’s God’s Son.
(Sadly)
| loved Jesus. He was my best friend. Then, a few nights ago, when
we were all having dinner together, Jesus told me that | would tell
people that | didn’t even know him! Jesus—my closest friend and
teacher—Ilooked me in the eyes and said, “Peter, before the rooster
crows, you'll say three times...
(Holds up three fingers)
...that you don’t even know me.”

(Becoming more agitated)

He was my best friend, and he told me I'd chicken out—let him
down.

(Asks kids)

How would you feel if your best friend said something like that to
you—told you that you would chicken out and say you didn’t even
know him?

(Listens to a few answers from children.)

Of course | said that wouldn’t happen. No way! | would never do
that to my friend Jesus

(Drops head sadly.)

But it was true. After they arrested Jesus and took him away, | got
scared. | ran away. We all ran away. But | didn’t run completely
away. | kind of hung back in the distance to see what they would do
to Jesus. It was cold, so | went up to where some people had

built a fire, kind of like this one.
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(Gestures toward the campfire).
This servant girl came over, and she just stood there staring at me.
(Bends and stares intently at kids.)

Then she said, “This man was one of Jesus’ followers.” But | said, “No. | didn’t even
know him!”

(Sadly holds up 1 finger.)

Then a little while later, a guy looked at me and said, “You must be one of them!”
And | said, “No, man, I’'m not!”

(Sadly holds up 2 fingers.)

Then about an hour later, someone else said, “I can tell by your accent that you
come from the same area as Jesus. You must know him.” And | said...

(Raising voice)
“‘Man, | don’t know what you’re talking about. | don’t know him!”
(Sadly holds up 3 fingers.)
And just then, the rooster crowed, and across the distance Jesus looked right at me.
Ir:ipne.\d happened just like Jesus said it would. | said three times | didn’t even know
(Sadly)

Three times. Just like Jesus said. | blew it. | let my very best friend down. | tell you, |
turned away and cried like I've never cried before.

LODGE MANAGER
(To guests)
You know, we’ve been learning that God has the power to forgive. | think Peter
needs to know about that. Can you tell him, in your own words, about God’s love
and forgiveness? What do you think Peter needs to know right now about God?
(Let guests talk to Peter. Encourage them to say things like, “Jesus will forgive you
Peter.” “God loves you, Peter.” “Jesus died for you, Peter. He'll forgive you.”)
PETER

(Miserably)

That’s easy for you to say. You didn’t do what | did.
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(Looks at the cross.)

It's like when Jesus shed his blood on that cross, it was because of
me.

(Dips thumb on paint pad and makes a print on the cross.)
I’'m sorry, Jesus. | don’t know what to do.
(Hesitates.)
You...you guys stay here.
(Sighs.)
I'll find some other place to hide. | need to be by myself.
(Peter leaves.)

THE END

G Check the clock. Time for snack?
Do you have enough time to finish?

Poor Peter. When things got tough, he turned away from his best
friend. And you know what? We're just like Peter. When we sin,
when we do wrong things, it’s like we turn our backs on Jesus, too.
When Jesus died on the cross, he took the punishment for our sins.
For all of the times we turn our backs on him. For all of the wrong
things we do...the times when we blow it, just like Peter did.

(Pause.)

Think of a wrong thing you've done recently. You won'’t have to tell
anyone here, and Jesus already knows about that wrong thing. Je-
sus died to take your punishment for that wrong thing. He died for

you!

Now | want you to do something special. When it’s your turn, come
quietly to the cross. Gently put a thumb or finger in a little bit of ink
from this ink pad, and place your fingerprint somewhere on the
cross. As you do, whisper, “I'm sorry, Jesus." Then go back and sit
quietly with your group.

It's okay if a little ink stays on your finger. It can remind you of how
Jesus died to forgive your sins. When you get back to your group,
just kneel or cover your face, and think about what Jesus was will-

VBS 2016 Operations Manual





are possible.” Matt. 19:26

ing to go through for you and that wrong thing you did.

(Quietly invite kids to the cross, one group at a time, so each has a turn. While the
different groups go to the cross, have the other groups do the “Emoji Scripture Verse O
Game.” The game parts are in your supply bag. Shuffle the cards and hand each
guest in your group a card. Some of them will may more than one. Then, when you
say “Go” have them put the daily scripture verse of Nehemiah 9:17 in order. As
groups continue with the cross activity, repeat the game as needed.)

n

(After all of the groups have had a chance to go to the cross...)

God is so powerful. Jesus didn’t stay dead. Three days later, he came back to life
and appeared to some of his friends. Close your eyes and listen to what the angel at
Jesus’ empty grave said. This is from Mark 16:7: “Now go and tell his disciples,
including Peter, that Jesus is going ahead of you to Galilee. You will see him
there, just as he told you before he died.”

Jesus was alive! And he’s alive today! Jesus defeated sin and death and guilt when
he died on the cross and came back to life! And he did all that for us—for you and
for me. You and | are so much like Peter. We sin. We do wrong things. We let Jesus
down, just like Peter did. But when we believe in Jesus and tell him we're sorry, he
forgives our sins. Jesus is always going to love you. For the rest of this week—and
for the rest of your life! God loves you so much that he sent Jesus, his Son, to die for
your

sins. And Jesus came back to life so you can live with him forever. His love goes on
and on!

(Then instruct aloud your Assistant Managers and Bell Hops.)

Leaders, you’re going to go quietly around each guest circle. Touch each guest on
the shoulder or hand, say the guest’s name, and then say “Jesus loves you and for-
gives you” just like this.

(Then demonstrate by touching your Assistant Lodge Manager’s shoulder, say their
name, and Jesus loves you and forgives you. When everyone has had a turn, go to
the door and invite Peter back into the room. As he comes back in, rush over to
him.)

Peter! I'm so glad you came back! We've got something important to tell you!

(Put your hands on Peter’s shoulders.)

AT ey

Peter, Jesus loves you and forgives you!

Bible Buddies
(Then turn to the kids and have your helpers hand out today’s Bible Buddies.)
Because Jesus died on a cross to forgive our sins, we all have something to cele-

brate! You can use your Bible Buddies to help others know about Jesus and help
spread the good news!
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You know that forgiveness is just part of Jesus’ plan of salvation.
Does anyone know what the ABC’s of Salvation stand for?

(Give guests a time to answer. Lead the discussion to review the
main points described here:)

A — Admit honestly to God that you have sinned and disobeyed
Him. If we admit our sins, He is faithful to forgive our sins and make
us clean.

B — Believe that Jesus died on the cross and rose again. His blood
was shed to pay for your sins. The Bible says: Because Jesus
loves you so much, He took the punishment for you so that
you can be forgiven.

C - Choose to trust Jesus alone for the forgiveness of your sins.
When you trust in Jesus Christ alone to save you, God forgives
you! You become His child, and He promises you a home in heav-
en forever!

Helping Kids Follow Jesus

(If you sense that a child might like to know more about what it
means to believe in Jesus, you or another adult might want to pri-
vately share this simple explanation:)

God loves us so much that he gave his Son, Jesus, to die on the
cross for us. Jesus died and came to life again so we could be for-
given for all the wrong things we do. If we ask him, Jesus will come
into our lives. He will always be with us and will help us make the
right choices. If we believe in Jesus and ask him to forgive us,
someday we’ll live with him forever in heaven.

(You may want to lead the child in a simple prayer inviting Jesus to
be his or her Lord. If you feel uncomfortable about talking to the
child, refer him or her to Kris Pakulak, Pastor Ann or Pastor Jeff or
another leader who can help the child understand what it means to
believe in Jesus. Make sure that you do not share this decision
with the group. It is a personal decision that should be shared with
the one who has just accepted Jesus into their hearts.)

VBS 2016 Operations Manual
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Turn Down Service

There are many ways that we can share God’s love and forgiveness with others.
Can you think of some ways we can do that?

(Give guests some time to share their answers.)

How many of you know what Mission Is Possible is at our church? Would anyone
like to explain Mission Is Possible?

(Encourage your Bell Hops to share if they are going to be a part of Mission is Possi-
ble.)

Today we’re going to be making Thumbprint Crosses that will go in each bag for the
children that the youth of our church visit next week.

When | call your group, | want you to come up and make your cross. While each
group is making their cross | want the other groups to be coloring the note that will
be included with the crosses you send. Make sure that you sign your name on the
card that you color.

(Have each group come to the table and make fingerprints on the crosses from your
supply bags and the ink pads. Make sure that you put the crosses in a safe place
where they can dry overnight.)

&
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“With God, all things

GOD FORGIVES

Did you Know?

Jesus described heaven as a house filled with many rooms, an expression
meaning

unlimited space. So we know heaven is really big—big enough for everyone
who believes in Jesus!

Jesus gave his disciples this message of comfort and the assurance of heav-
en to help

prepare them for what was ahead. He knew the disciples would soon face
many trials and persecutions, beginning with his own betrayal, trial, and cruci-
fixion.

Jesus mentioned heaven many, many times in the Gospels. But he didn’t
give many details of what heaven is like. This is because Jesus was more
concerned with making sure people knew how to spend eternity with him—»by
believing in him! “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the
Father except through me” (John 14:6).

Jesus used parables often during his ministry to explain truths to his follow-
ers. But during his last night with the disciples, described in John 13-17, Je-
sus spoke very plainly. This was Jesus’ last chance to make sure the disci-
ples understood who he was, the work he had for them, that he would have a
place waiting for them in heaven, and that he would one day return to earth!

Why it Matters

Sometimes the Bible can seem like a big history book filled with stories from
a long, long time ago. But our God is not a character in a story from once up-
on a time. God always has been and always will be—he is forever! Use to-
day’s lesson to help kids discover the hope they have in a heavenly future.
Share the excitement Jesus’ followers have and the unimaginably wonderful
forever home we have waiting for us in heaven. Have you given much
thought about Heaven and what it will look like? Have you ever wondered
what YOU will look like? What will we do every day for eternity? Where is
Heaven?
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Pack Your Bags (o

Look for these items in your daily supply bag:

1 Poster

1 Bible

7 4 long sheets of butcher paper (3ft each)
71 spray bottle per class

"1 Heaven mobile craft (1 per kid)

7 Yarn (18 sets of 1 12" and 5 6”)

7 Service project supplies — upper elementary only

You do not have to provide anything from home today.

Here are some things you should do to set up before you begin:
Hang a vertical sheet of newsprint on a wall for each Crew.

Have washable markers ready and under each sheet of newsprint.
Partially fill a spray bottle with water, and set it to mist.

Have a table or area set aside for assembling the “mission bags”

Mark your Bible at Revelation 21:3-4 and John 14:1-3.

(Greet kids outside the door with a warm welcome. Invite them into the room, and
have them sit in their group circles. Ask kids if they remember where you left off yes-
terday, let them answer and steer the discussion in the right direction.)

God has the power to love us forever. Jesus came back to life, and he’s alive today
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and forever! Jesus conquered sin and death. When we believe in
Jesus, he’ll be our best friend here on Earth. He’'ll live in our hearts
and always be with us. And then later, we can live with him forever
in heaven!

God has given us a wonderful world to live in. A world filled with
beautiful nature and amazing animals and loving families and
friends. It's great! But even though it's wonderful, let’s face it— our
world is not perfect. Because people sin and disobey God, the
world isn’t a perfect place like heaven. Even though Jesus is with
us, hard things still happen, don’t they? But Jesus is there to help
us through the hard times.

In your groups, tell about a time you or your family went through
something difficult. Maybe you had to move away from your friends.
Or maybe you didn’t do well on a test. Maybe someone in your
family was sick. Or maybe your mom or dad lost their job and mon-
ey was a problem. Go ahead and talk in your group. Leaders, why
don’t you start by telling about a hard time you’ve experienced?

(Let kids talk for several minutes, encouraging each child to share
in his or her group.)

It's true, this world isn’t a perfect place. We all go through hard
times. I’'m going to ask each group to come up to a sheet of paper
here, and each person can write a word or draw a quick picture that
describes the hard time you talked about. You might write
“sickness” or you might draw the symbol for money. I’'m going to
write “sickness.”

(Write “sickness” on one of the newsprint sheets.)

(Assign each group a sheet of newsprint, and have guests use the
washable markers to write their hard-times words on the newsprint.
Have kids sit back in their circles as soon as they’ve written. As
kids write, pick up the spray bottle of water. When everyone is seat-
ed again, point to the newsprint.)

Just look at all those hard times we’ve been through. Everyone
goes through hard times.

(As you speak, spray the words gently with water.)

Look, the words look like tears. Hard times often make us feel like
crying, don’t they? But listen to this.

(Hold up the Bible.)
The Bible tells us that there’s a place where there are no tears. No

sickness. No sadness. That place is heaven, and Jesus is there
preparing a place for us. Jesus is preparing an eternal home for us
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in heaven! Just listen to what the Bible says.

(Read aloud Revelation 21:3-4, starting with “Look, God’s home...” Then point to
the drippy hard-times paper.) \;

n

No matter what happens here on Earth, we know that because of Jesus we can go
to a place where there is no trouble!

“It shone with the glory of God and sparkled like a precious one—like jas-
per” (jasper is a jewel) “as clear as crystal. The city wall was broad and high,
with twelve gates guarded by twelve angels...The wall was made of jas-
per...The twelve gates were made of pearls— each gate from a single pearl!
And the main street was pure gold, as clear as glass.”

| cannot even imagine what streets of gold will be like! Or a gate made from a single
giant pearl! Heaven’s going to be so amazing and surprising!

(Ask groups to discuss this:)

(Tear the sheets of paper off of the wall, crumple them, and throw them into the
trash can.)
Heaven will be the most amazing, comforting place ever!
Wake Up Call
When | think of comfort, | think of warm, snuggly blankets. Oh, and soft, comfy pil-
lows! Pillows are so comforting! There’s nothing like a nice snuggle on a soft pillow, 1
is there? Do any of you have something soft and cuddly that brings you comfort?
Maybe, it’s a favorite stuffed animal or a favorite blanket or pillow! These things are
really comforting here on Earth. But they’re nothing compared to what waits for us in
heaven!
Let’s listen to what the Bible says heaven will be like. The Bible says in Revelation, I

In your groups, talk about what you think heaven will be like.
(Let kids talk for a minute or two.)

No doubt about it—amazing things wait for us in heaven! But do you know the best
part? The best part is who waits for us in heaven. After Jesus came back to life, he
stayed on Earth for a little while. Just before he went back to heaven, this is what he
said.

(Read aloud John 14:1-3.)
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“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; be-
lieve also in me. My Father’s house has many rooms; if that
were not so, would | have told you that | am going there to pre-
pare a place for you? And if | go and prepare a place for you, |
will come back and take you to be with me that you also may
be where | am.”

Jesus is waiting for us in heaven. He’s gone to prepare a place for
us. For you! And for me!

When is a time you felt really welcomed? Maybe your parents gave
you a nice birthday party. Or maybe your grandmother hugged you
when you got to her house. For me, | felt welcomed when | saw all

of you today!

(Ask guests if some of them would like to share a time when they
felt really welcomed. Keep an eye on the clock and let a few share
until you think the point has been made.)

It feels so good to be welcomed, doesn’t it? Just think—when we
get to heaven, Jesus himself will welcome us! And we can live with
him forever.

Let’s all stand up and join hands in a huge circle. Don'’t leave any
gaps in your circle. When | think of forever, | think of something
without an end, like our circle.

In heaven, our time with Jesus will never ever end. Because God
has the power to love us forever. When Jesus welcomes us to
heaven, we’ll be connected to him forever. Jesus loves you and is
preparing a forever home for you.

(Have guests remain standing and ask them to bow their heads.
Say this prayer or one of your own.)

Jesus, thank you for loving us so much that you died on the cross
for us so that we can be with you forever. Help us to all accept your
plan of salvation so that we can all be together in Heaven. Thank
you for preparing such a beautiful place for us to live in Heaven.
Amen

Turn Down Service

(All guests in all guests will make the Heaven Mobile Craft in their
lodges.)
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For Grades 3-5 Only
Today we’re going to assemble the Mission Week bags. Re-

member the crosses that we made yesterday? We’'re going to
fill bags today for all of the children who will have Vacation Bible
School next week in our mission church. When | call your group

| want you to come over here where we’ll show you how to fill

the bags. As each group takes a turn filling bags, the other

groups will be working on their mobile craft
Heaven Mobile Craft
(Your supply bag has everything you need to make this craft. Each guest gets a set
of six cards and the one long and six shorter yarn pieces needed to tie the whole
thing together. Let guests use the classroom supplies of markers and other materials
to decorate their mobile. Help the guests tie the yarn through the holes in the cards
to complete the mobile.)
Have you ever given much thought about Heaven and what it will look like? Have
you ever wondered what YOU will look like? What will we do every day for eternity?

Where is Heaven? Today we’re going to make a Heaven mobile that will remind you
how wonderful Heaven will be for you!

Your mobile is going to have six cards hanging together that spell out the word
HEAVEN. Each card has one letter one side and a phrase about heaven on the oth-
er. See, here’s what they look like.

(Show the guests the six cards and read each side. If the guests want to comment or
discuss the meaning of any of the phrases, briefly do so but keep an eye on the
clock.)

Eternal | Happy

E
U
NIE
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